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130 Countries have consented to be

bound by the provisions of the U.N.
Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against
Women:

Angola, [Antigua & Barbuda], Argentina.
[Armenia], Australia, Austria, r i le  Bahamas],
Bangladesh, Barbados, [Belarus Republic],
Belgiurn,[Belize], [Beam], Bhutan, [Bolivia],
[Bosnia & Herzegovina], Brazil, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, [Burundi], [Cambodia], Canada,
Cape Verde, [Central African Republic],
[Chile], China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
[Croatia], Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic.

Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial
Guinea, [Estonia], Ethiopia, Finland, France,
Gabon, [Gambia], Germany, Ghana, Greece,
[Grenada], Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana.

Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, [India],
Tadonesia, Iraq, Ireland, [Israel], Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, [Jordan], Kenya, Lao People's
Democratic Republicall-gria, [Latvia],
[Libyan Arab Jamahiriya],?[Luxembourg],
[Madagascar], Malawi, [Maldives], Mali,
[Malta], Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia,
[Morocco], [Namibia], [Nepal], [Netherlands],
New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway.

Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania,
Russian Federation, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts & Nevis, saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent & the Grenadines, [Samoa], Senegal,
[Seychelles], [Sierra Leone], [Slovakia],
[Slovenia], Spain, Sri Lanka, [Surinam],
Sweden, [Гаjikistагi], Thailand, Togo,
•Trinidad & Tobago], Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukranian Republic.

United Kingdom of Great Britain & Northern
Ireland, United Republic of Tanzania,
Jr'iguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen,
(ugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, [Zimbabwe].

Sow ce U..S. Congressional Record,
агdz 24, 1988 (Brackets indicate countries

n.tif)ing since 3/88).

F Y I :  Fлстs  AND IssuEs
Q. WHAT IS THE CONVENTION?
A. The Convention is the most
comprehensive and detailed international
agreement which seeks the advancement of
women. The Convention, we believe, will
contribute to achieving equality of men and
women throughout the world.

Q. WHAT DOES THE
CONVENTION DO FOR
WOMEN?

A. The Convention establishes
rights for women in areas not previously subject
to international standards. Not only does the
Convention define discrimination against
women for the first time, it calls for action in
nearly every field of human endeavor. politics,
law, employment, education, health care,
commercial transactions and domestic relations.
Moreover, the Convention establishes a
Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination Against Women to review
periodically the progress being made by its
adherents.

Q. WHAT IS THE STATUS OF
THE CONVENTION?

A. The Convention was adopted
by the UN General Assembly at the conclusion
of the 34th Session and was opened for
signature on December 18, 1979. This action
represents the culmination of more than 16
years of effort in which the United States was
an active participant. As of September 15,
seventy-seven countries, including the United
States, have signed the Convention, seven of
which also ratified it. The Convention goes into
effect 30 days after 20 countries have ratified it.

Q. WHAT DID ГГ MEAN WHEN
THE UNITED STATES SIGNED
THE CONVENTION IN
COPENHAGEN?

A. Now that the Convention has
been signed, it must be ratified in accordance
with the procedures outlined by the United
States Constitution. According to Article H,
Section 2, the President is empowered to make
treaties by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate.

Q. DOES THE UNITED STATES
SUPPORT RATIFICATION
OF THE CONVENTION?

A. Yes, we believe that the
substantive provisions of the Convention are
consistent with the spirit of the U.S.
Constitution and domestic laws.
Furthermore, we support the thrust of the
Convention and its underlying principles. As
might be expected in the case of a document
which is essentially the product of a
consensus among all the members of the
United Nations, the Convention contains
certain language with which the United States
is not fully satisfied. In addition, many of the
subjects covered by the Convention are
matters which are reserved to the states under
the United States Constitution and ratification
of the Convention should presumably be
accompanied by an appropriate reservation
Preserving the perogatives of the state
government.

Q. WHAT REMAINS TO BE
DONE FOR THE UNITED
STATES TO RATIFY THE
CONVENTION?

А. Once the Convention is
transmitted to the Senate by the President, the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee will
hold hearings to consider ratification of the
Convention. A  two-thirds majority is
required for advice and consent. When this is
voted, the President is notified and the
ratification procedure is complete.

Source: U.S. Department c(stoJe,
September 17. 1980

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

Field Hearing, Boston, Mass. 1215/88
Contact Office of Senator John Kerry
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Hearing, 8/2/90
Contact Office of Senator Claiborne Pell
House Resolution 116, Oct. 22,1991.
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 The Record
More than 40 national organizations support

the U.S. ratification or accession to the United
Nations Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination Against Women,
Including this partial listing:
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
American Association of University Wome(AAUW)
American Bar Association (ABA)
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
Amnesty International
Association For Women in Psychology
Black Women's Agenda, Inc.
B'nai B'rith Women
Business & Professional Women,

International & U.S.A. (BPWIUSA)
Church Women United
Committee For international Human Rights inquiry
Episcopal Church, U.&A.
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
General Federation of Women's Clubs
Gray Panthers
Lawyers Committee for Human Rights
League of Women Voters of the United States
National Assembly of Religious Women
National Association of Commissions for Women
National Association of social Workers
National Association of Women Judges
National Association of Women Lawyers
National Board of the YWCA of the U.S.A.
National Coalition of 100 Black Women
National Conference of Christians and Jews, Inc.
National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL)
National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
National Council of Jewish Women (NOW)
National Lawyers Guild
National Organization for Women (NOW)
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'i's of

the United States
National Women's Conference Committee (NV/CC)
National Women's Political Caucus (NWPC)
National Women's Studies Association
Presbyterian Church, u.sn.
Soroptimist International of the Americas, Inc.
St. Joan's Alliance, (Both U.S. & international)
The Religious Network for Equality for
Women (KNEW)
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
United Church of Christ
United Methodist Church
United Nations Association of the United

States (UNA-USA)
Women for International Peace & Arbitration
Women's Commission for Refugee Women &

Children
World Federalist Association
Zonta International
(List still in formation)

For information, contact:
ВiШе Heller, Chair, UN/CEDAW

520 N. Camden Drive
Beverly Hills, CA 90210-3202

WHAT You
CAN 00:

Write the senate Foreign Relations
Committee

Write the President & Copy Secy.
of state Christopher

The Convention is currently in the U.S.
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. A
favorable majority vote of this Committee is
needed to move the Convention onto the
Senate floor, where it will need a 2(3 rds
favorable vote of the entire Senate.

Please write the menbers of the Foreign
Relations Committee today. I f  your Senator
is a menber of the Committee, your letter as a
constituent is even more powerful.

Members of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee of the 103rd Congress are Listed
in the order of their seniority:

Democrats
Claiborne Pell, Rhode island. Chair
Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Delaware

* Paul S. sarbanes, Maryland
Christopher J. Dodd, Connecticut
John F. Kerry, Massachusetts
Paul Simon, Illinois

* Daniel P. Moynihan, New York
* Charles S. Robb, Virginia
* Harris Wofford, Pennsylvania

Russell D. Feingold, Wisconsin
Harlan Mathews, Tennessee

Republicans
Jesse Helms, North Carolina

* Richard G. Lugar, Indiana
Nancy Landon Kassebaum, Kansas
Larry Pressler, South Dakota
Frank H. Murkowski, Alaska
Hank Brown, Colorado

* James M. JefTords, Vermont
Paul Coverdell, Georgia
Judd Gregg, New Hampshire

* U p  for re-election in 1994.

АП members of the Senatemay be contacted
through their local offices or in care of:
Capitol Hill, Washington, D.C. 20510
President Bill Clinton
The White House, Washington, D. C. 20500
Secretary of State Warren Christopher
Department of State, 7th Floor
2201 C St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20520

National Committee on U.NJCEDAW • PH. (310) 271-8087 • FAX. (310) 271-2056

Vision Into Action
The National Committee on the

United Nations Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against
Women formed spontaneously. After he
1985 United Nations Conference for
Women in Nairobi, Kenya, a diverse group
of men and women united for one impose:
abetting United Stales ratification or
accession to The Convention.

Since inception, we have worked to
educate the public about The Convention;
devised strategies for individuals and
organizations to support its passage
through the Senate; have compiled and
circulated an initial list of national
organizations and Prominent persons who
support U.S. ratification or accession to
The Convention, met with members of the
Senate and the House and their Staffs;
worked with the media and spoken in
behalf of ratification.

We charge no dues and exist on
voluntary contributions. Your support cf
our efforts Is welcome. Make checks im

COMMITTEE ON U.N. CEDAW,

)
,,•

yid:). support
Prominent citizens who support the

United States ratification or accession to
the United Nations Convention on the
Elimination of AU Forms of
Discrimination Against Women include:

• Virginia R. Allan
• Brooksley Born
'Jimmy Carter
• Judy Langford Carter
• Rosalynn Carter
• Norman Cousins
• sandy Eisler
• Betty Ford
• Arvonne Fraser
. Margaret E. Galey
• Mary A. Grefe
'Ruth J. Hinerfeld
• Shirley Hufstedler
'Patricia Hutar
'Max M. Kanipelman
'Philip M. Klutznick
'Madeleine M. Kunin
'Barbara Mikulski
'Virginia S. MueHer
'Mary Rose Oakar
• Charles H. Percy
'Elliot L. Richardson
• Claudine C. Schneider
• Patricia Schroeder
'Olympia Snowe
'Cyrus Vance
• Sarah R. Wedding-ton
• John C. Whitehead


