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Citizen Diplomat Rama Vernon

With hearts awakened in Divine pur-
pose 50,000 women from around the world
recently stormed the traditional ramparts
of Ancient China. The tidal wave of their
journey is spreading throughout the globe,
particularly in America and especially in
Sedona.

Rama Vernon, a resident of this com-
munity and wife of Unity Minister Max
Lafser, attended the Fourth World Confer-
ence of the United Nations Women's Fo-
rum held in China last month. 20,000
women members of the Forum and 30,000
from the NGO (Non-Government Organi-
zation) attended the conference.

China was overwhelmed and under-
prepared for such a portentous gathering of
women. The government did not know what
to do with them. The male-oriented culture
had no paradigm to guide them in dealing
with women who came with power in their
purpose, to establish a precedent in the
world’s most populated country.

The Forum was moved from its original
surroundings, a centrally located accommo-
dation in Beijing, to tents one-and-a-half
hours away. Rain poured down every day,
asif the skies were weeping for the centuries
women have been kept in bondage. The
women sloughed through the mud and cold
to dialogue together on common problems
of poverty, human rights and a unified pur-
pose — to help create a safe world in which
women, childrenand mencouldliveinpeace.

Leadership from 195 countries came
together, wearing the traditional costumes
of their native countries in colorful portrayal
of theirvaried cultures. Mid-Eastern women,
women from Croatia, Bosnia and Ethiopia,
women from Africa and Ireland, women
from places circling the globe told of their
tragedies. Starving children dying in their
arms, therape of themselves and their daugh-
ters, husbands and sons blown to bits by fire
power from so-called brothers of One God.
Cultural genocide, homes leveled, farmland
gutted by bomb explosions. Nearly all ar-
maments had come from the munitions fac-
tories of America, supplying both oppres-
sors and defenders.

5,000 women represented China.
Though China does not recognize Palestine
and Tibet, their representativas were there to
tell their stories. Those from Tibet had the
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largest and most beautiful tents. Members
of the gathering were told by authorities the
situation in Tibet was not to be discussed,
but their stories, burning within them, had to
be told and there were listeners.

Barriers, borders and the differences in
language were overcome. 50,000 women
came together in small groups, sisters in a
rising tide of recognition with one purpose,
to prove love has no strangling repressives.
From the group discussions came the aware-
ness eighty percent of our globe is in con-
flict. Our international, national and city
news media have suppressed this informa-
tion. We are not a world at peace.

Sisters in spirit could only hold each
other and weep together, sharing their pain
for the tide of oppression in a world gone
mad. It was in the listening that healing
began to emerge. The Somalian women
said, “We feel different. You made us feel
different.” Though words in unfamiliar
tongues were spoken, hearts heard the sounds
of love, compassion and trust.

What came out of the conference? The
congealing of feeling into knowingness. The
oldforms were being violently stripped from
the consciousness of humanity globally. Out
of chaos the new form of formlessness was
birthing. Separation will no longer be toler-
ated. Barriers of countries can no longer
exist. Economically we must build a new
civilization, sharing knowledge, skills and
visions to create this new world of oneness.

Not just in large cities, but in villages and -

countryside.

Though we weary of war, the threshold
of the HIGH VISION OF PEACE is yet
under attack. We must disarm ourselves
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personally of our prejudices, anger and
hate before we can disarm our nations. Itis
only fear that breeds feeling of need for
armed camps. What do we have to fear if
we command the feminine energy of love
and nurturing to emerge from both male
and female throughout our planet?

The 21 women who went and returned
with Rama Vernon committed themselves
to erase borders and separateness, to hold
the vision of a world at peace. They deter-
mined peace is a state of being and an
everyday mode of action.

From their understanding, Africa is
the most devastated area of the world. Is.
this where we start? . An organization of:
skilled women should be put together in'
agriculture, construction of homes and
schools, nursing, craft skills, and psycho-
therapy, all holding one major require-
ment, aloving heart. The world needs love
more than any other quality. Love isalso a
state of being. A group of women are
coming together, Women of Vision, deter-
mined to make Sedona a model for change.
While the media may focus on conflict as
they did in the China gathering, women are
quietly combining their energy and their
skills to focus on this intent. They are
joining a world-wide movement to pause
for one minute, exactly at 12:00 noon,
wherever they are, and command world
peace come forth. Forall endeavors women
ask their masculine counterparts to -be a
partof this vision of love and world pcace;
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