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By ELIZABETH BARBERA
Sunday Post staff writer

WESTPORT — The spirit of
‘glashost’ pervaded the Saugatuck
Congregational Church on Satur-
day,-as about 50 Soviet citizens —
including attorneys, physicians,
educators and theater professionals
— met their Fairfield County host

i

families during a Gold Coast week- f«l'. iR

“end kick-off.

The gathering provided a respite . .
to about half the Russian contin- .
gent of the Soviet-American Citi-
zens' Summit, an unprecedented

and’historical conference organized
to have citizens discuss peace and
other social issues facing the two su-
perpowers in the 21st century.
“What is most unusual about

the ,visit is that I have found the
warpnest atmosphere here,” said |

Gregory Lokshin, secretary of the .,

Soviet Peace Committee. “For the
first time in three travels to the

United States, 1 feel myself at o

home. I have never experienced
such extreme goodwill.”

Lokshin, who is staying with
Westport's Frank and Priscilla
Wood, said he would like to watch.
the American family in its ordinary
envitonment, apart from the politi-
cal rhetoric.

Sponsored by the Seattle-based
Center for Soviet-American Dia-
logue, the two-week conference fo-
cuse$ on changes facing the United
States and the Soviet Union in
areas such as politics, education,
business and trade and medicine.

This week, the group will travel
to New York City for further dis-
cussions at the United Nations and
an inter-religious service at St. John
the Divine. :

Ruth Steinkraus Cohen, chair-
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Soviet citizens arriving Saturday at the Saugatuck CongregationaI.Ch.urch in_\_Nestpon were greeted by a
sign on the door saying ‘welcome’ in Russian. The group is staying with families here this week.

man of the International Hospital-
ity Committee of Fairfield County,
said the Soviet visitors had been
paired according to similar occupa-
tions or interest with 48 families in
11 Fairfield County towns.

“The Soviets can be witness to
American  families,” she said.
“They've tested our government,
now they're going to test ordinary
people to see what they are like. i

Speaking through Margarita
Maksimova, head of the Institute of
World Economy and International
Relations of the U.S.S.R Academy

of Science, Oleg Soroka, deputy at-
torney general for the US.S.R. in
Moscow who is staying at the home
of Westport attorney Ed See, said
Gorbachev's openness policy had
produced “so many different, great
changes including economic and
democratic reform, and others in
politics and social life.”

Stamford residents Robert and
Tanya Van Pelt stood in the back of
the church with a green card em-
bossed with Alexander Orlov’s
name, likening themselves to limou-
sine drivers at the airport.

“A smile and a thank-you goes a
long way,” said Van Pelt, a stock-
broker who speaks a little Russian.
“People are basically the same. You
have to talk with them and not at
them.”

Although  they  admittedly
planned very little for Orlov’s arriv-
al, preferring rather to have their
guest tell them what he*would like
to see, Van Pelt said he “had a bot-
tle of Stolichnaya vodka in the re-
fridgerator.

“That means table water,” he
added.




