
COMMON GROUND ARTICLE

Robert Kennedy once said "Let no one be discouraged by the belief
there is nothing one man or woman can do against the enormous
array o f  the world's i l ls against misery and ignorance, injustice and
violence. F e w  will have the greatness to bend history itself; but
each o f  us work to change a small portion o f  events, and in the total
of al l  those acts wi l l  be written the history o f  this generation.

It is from numberless diverse acts o f  courage and belief that human
history is shaped. E a c h  time a man or woman stands up for an ideal,
or acts to  improve the lo t  o f  others, o r  strikes out  against injustice,
he sends a  tiny ripple o f  hope, and crossing each other from a million
different centers o f  energy and daring, those ripples build a current
which can sweep down the mightiest walls o f  oppression and
resistance."

The Gulf War is a  daily reminder that there is no separation between
Nations, States and People and that when one child suffers, children
everywhere suffer. I t  is a  reminder that the hunger that exists
within the  world i s  not  just physical but  spiritual hunger as well
and that the sanctity and security of  the world as we once knew i t  is
painfully dissolving into the light o f  the new being born

Today some Americans are caught in the cross fire o f  frustration
and hopelessness as their country embarks upon a  new war. A s  pro
war popularity gives rise to a  new National identity and purpose,
there are those citizens who feel helpless and paralyzed in the path
of a  "hot war" situation and in the face of  our Hi Tech military mite.

During the height of the (cold war era), a  new breed of citizens
arose ..A Citizen who did not wait for conditions to change but
helped people to change conditions over the years.. The psychological
interplay between the U.S. and the U.S.S.R.led to growing tension
within the World and the emergence of  this new kind of  Citizen; a
Citizen who at  a  time when the leaders were not speaking, decided
that the people must speak; a  citizen who had the courage to cross
the borders o f  their personal, political and ideological beliefs to
bypass Government policies and meet and see the enemy for
themselves, to embrace the oneness of  humanity. T h i s  Citizen
became known as a  Citizen Diplomat_


















